50      CHARACTERS   OF   THE   REFORMATION
standing outside the combination was France.
England was still inferior in numbers and wealth;
Scotland smaller still; Portugal also small, Italy
divided into various principalities; the Christian
Empire of the East had gone down before the
Mahommedan; Russia had not yet emerged.
Hence it looked as though the family of Joan
and Philip would overshadow all Christen-
dom.
Philip died before his father Maximilian;
and when Ferdinand of Aragon was dead and
Isabella as well, the son of Philip and Joan,
whose name was Charles, succeeded to his
grandfather Maximilian. He, therefore, became
Sovereign of Spain, and the new discoveries in
America, and of the Netherlands and German
Burgundy, and Austria, and all the rest; and,
what was more, he was elected to the Empire
as his grandfather had been, becoming Emperor
in 1519.
The result of all this was that during Catherine's
later years, when she was Queen of England
and mother to the heiress of England, and later
still when her husband was thinking of divorcing
her, she was not only great politically, as the
daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella, or as the
wife of the King of England, but still more as
the auntj greatly revered and beloved, of Charles V,